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DDP(2) Attached is another cffort (ky AP': George Foprr) to tell it ra-‘l“l,'
about the US involvement in ILaos. He writes a wood bit about'j,:}s_e

OSR Agency. Goodwin has a copy.
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‘,.'f}? L — How deeply is the Unitel 8iaten lnvolve o

Wh Iclal pources g American civilian pillots, U,8 milis R

mea attachesy ang - ﬁha"‘cg"fﬁﬂ*ﬁ@"ﬁ'@figﬁ,&é’:__P@g;xtfa;;;fgaﬁg“%m e

1ln gome dmyree to protest oFerhment Porces ggalcat attacks : , ,
GOODW 1y the Communist-lel Pathei Lag. ‘ R S e
In addition swarmg of Us8, warplenes bomb and gtrafe in support - B

of Laotlen forces or ai;tack the Ho Chi Minh trall that the
North Vietnamese uge 1in eagtern Laos to fAunnel surplies ‘and
trog'gs to South Viaetnam. The Plenes fly from bag e outaide _
Thoe Amerilcan civlliiang bag ed here Derform what amount o military -
Mnctlons under augplc®m of the U,S, Inbagay s the ency for . o
International Developmant smd two companies” under o arter -
o AID~-Air America and Continental Air Servicess Inc.» the .
Informants report. : - e
They say more than 200 Air Force and A:cn% attachess regular =
millitary officerss gerve 83 advisems in the field ang 83 aerial
observers and spotters For bombing or artillery misgions. o
Iwo Alr Porce attaches were migs this weskend after their SR
light obs ervation Plane crashed in central Laos while on an
operatlional miss 1on,

Q.83 6 avrnilnh Ml QLA 10N 8% 87 many ga 100 CIA
e A
g "

fosponasl aro opara¥ing Th Lacs Wider oovar of ALD oF Tha ,‘
»iJs By s ULHAr L - Tarnuy Bra BEId 0 qparata SHiv—en q.
R R L2041 o B RN o RS her embesay or .

o N t ) )
”I'h c%l“" uy overati 1n the black is provided with a ato P
g:gglaimgone pource in the know. }s'l‘hqlr, are not on liﬂ:
UWposing 3 Newsman encounters a givilimn in the fiell and T
aoks him “Who do you work for?s Hp woulq g8y the Deferp e Departments

@ that he 18 an amloy e of gomae ¢ivilisn firm, vy
AID off1nlnla will n el t] iy 4
%_ﬂ__unm_ﬁar_au_@m

‘Torilont Nixon in 8. bataamt March 6 rgo;tedl ““The total .~
?umb‘“’a"f Americans directly empl el ty e govarnment in o
' ) : ",

,

Pres iulen't“"’n:,ixon in a staterent Warsh ?&eported: $The total
mumber of Amdricens direotly em9. '

%

7 .
These comments represent the initial and tentative reaction of the Oftice 0/(/)0//)’ :
of Currént Intelligence to t e attached item from the news services > :
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- Presidei: Nixon 1n a s.atemqnt Hﬁroh 6 r‘gorted: “The total -

number of Americans dirsctl g egovernment In G
‘Laos 1s 616, In additions + ere are 424 lcans emplqyed

on contract to the government or con'araotors. Ey
- Y90f theg o, 1,040 Americanss the total number, - !t 11tary and. .
civi 1an9 em% el in a milita:y advisory or m&iitua iraining - ¢
cagacifg numbers 320, Logistic support numbers 323, T
gy, %éa%%on kgre refug e Bg ﬁo bﬁgnd Nixon’s statement o
u n 'u'r‘a" m AR o - e L 4 SN K Lyl ) N N
~Moxea "Bﬁaﬁ“mmé@mq §TaIreutly “employ ed ly the government S
are Army end Alr Force attaches. L
--It{pmt‘gwlag oiviliggés are CIA sgentas mogt of them Tormer Marinqg o
an een Ber - Y :
~31316" Americ are directl 1oy ed the TU.S. GOVEmNMENTp"
mmvmmz Mos%n? baoay and ATR sept Y :

: 0 - ericans empl oy el under ova:mmmt contracts;

are % ti for Alr America md Camiinental Alr Services,
c. Another 100 are ground erblayes of the two eirliens., -
her contract group is Intemational Voluntary Servicess

h has_about 60 American volunteers teach and working

11} ricultures communitg dsvelopment- tmd public health,
¢ doea (Jome things done by mi itary missions in other -

- countriens ONe g ource peya, ?? 1 move hardware guns and
ammunition .elongs working behind the Lao. We can*i e in o
to comment on who sup lies the cover.?? :

The source admittel that the idea 18 _to skirt the 1962 Geneva
egreeoments. on Laoss which o not- DermIt R mIlItary -ass s tance
command” rtr Lécs such ag the U.s. Military Aspistance Command

in Vietnam
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VIENT?AN?%‘AKB 26'[%.&08 -U.St. B.‘]t Aﬂsl 'Via‘bnam. 4
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hﬂs re%uirmmw office was devisedl for moving ordnances

axég moa & the people are former military mens?? gays the
gsolirce.

The two alrliness while operating under civillan corporate
chartems in effect form a military ald force besel in Laoa.

The total cost to the U.s. overnment for thelr services is
e%imato& at about $15 million per year.

AID callsy we hemlse?? said one man in explaini ‘that
misaions are not %uationsi. Be acknowl d that many m siona
waTe of a clandes $ine natures but declin to elaborate.

The Us9s Alr Force provides military aireraft such ag Cigs .
and 7 Carldbou tremaports to Alr America to :ferrg troopss war .-
mri‘reriela and refugees iIn Laocs and to meke rice drops at refugee
3 ﬂﬂn
Pilote receive hazaraous—dut% flying ayo like U,8, Adr Force -
mgn féy:jé?.g In Bouth Vietnams hecaum e o the threat of enemy
E Qun TEe )
Adr America maintaim a major base In Udorns Thallands from -
whilch 1t £f11 helicopterns to Laos.

All tolds the two airlin% hava fleet of 78 fixel~wing aircraft

a half-dozen ‘w:pea and 91 helicopters. Fach airline loge ;
5.000-—6.000 flying hours a_month.
A.Gu 19.er.:5

10330. baae manager fff_

————

He declines o dﬂacuss saoi'at operatios.

Cumninzham wag a Marine pi ot in World War IIs and moet
Alr America pilots have a m 1ta bac round.

Thelr salaries ra¥ ,0 8 0,000 per year for
senlor pilots and r m $20- 00 tofim. 00 for Eﬂo g8« PFach
Pllot 18 limited to hours of flying a mont

Many of the pilote have thelr wives ond children with them,
Most of the Continental pilote and thei: lomilies live in a
comgan;y compound that resembles a California motels replets
wit a swinmlng Pool and gardens. .
he Air America famililes are scattere& throughout Vientianep 7
1:1v1nimin homes rented lo i
Air erica end Oontinmtal o not fly at nights so most of

f ofts are h8m° W dusk. .
310PW Mar. 3
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